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EVEN more houses are need-
ed in Uttlesford – and the
only way forward is to build a
new town, campaigners have
said.

Newly-published Census data
indicates the draft Uttlesford
Local Plan, stating how many

properties need to be built in
the district in the next 15 years,
underestimates the require-
ment for new housing by about
35 per cent – amounting to an

extra 1,155 houses than the
3,300 proposed.

Saffron Walden group WeAre-
Residents believes Uttlesford District
Council’s current plan is “in tatters” and
it should revert to a new-settlement
strategy, known as Option 4, first
mooted five years ago.

Over 15 years, Option 4 would see no
more than 1,000 new homes in total

across existing settlements with the
remaining 3,000 plus homes developed
in a new settlement.

Dan Starr, WeAreResidents.org
spokesman, said the council’s current
plan is now “undeliverable”.

He said: “The new 2011 census data
kicks the last leg out from under the
draft Uttlesford Local Plan.

■ Turn to Page 4

‘‘NNeeww ttoowwnn’’ iiss oonnllyy
hhoouussiinngg ssoolluuttiioonn

Tidy team: young people taking part in the National Citizenship Service worked hard during their summer holiday to tidy up two of Uttlesford District Council’s sheltered housing
scheme gardens. The team is pictured with residents Ganesh Thapa, fifth right, and Ann Guillenet, second left. See story – Page 4.
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■ Turn to Page 4
“UDC has been sitting on these

numbers for a few weeks. We now
urge them to quickly acknowledge
the new housing numbers and
publicly revert to their long-held
single settlement approach. It is
evidence based, will provide the
homes required and importantly
won’t wreck many of the existing
towns and villages. It is their only
credible and defensible choice.”

Since 2007, the council’s plan
had been for 4,200 homes to be
built over the next 15 years with
3,000 of them being in a new
settlement with supporting
infrastructure.

In May this year, based on
government economic predic-

tions, the council revised its
figures for new homes to 3,300.

Drafted plans to spread these
houses around existing towns and
villages, including 880 houses to
the east of Saffron Walden and 370
in Newport, have since been met
with animosity from residents.

Cllr Jim Ketteridge, leader of the
council and chairman of the local
development framework working
committee, said: “The council will
need to take a measured view of
the best way forward. The plan is
not ‘in tatters’ nor anything close
to it, despite what this particular
group is claiming.”

He said new data is always
emerging and it is a matter of
judgement which set of assump-

tions to work with, adding that
distributing houses across existing
settlements is more “amenable to
adjustment in uncertain times”.

He said forecasting work is
ongoing and added: “The report
published in July and reported to
the councillors’ working group on
the local plan looked at the
implications for the forecasts of
using revised population
estimates for 2010 and previous
years, not the 2011 data as
claimed byWeAreResidents.

“The implications of feeding in
the emerging 2011 census data
are still being modelled by
consultants working for the Essex
local authorities and will be pub-
lished in due course.”

Council needs ‘measured view’

Saxons
stage
local
return
WIND back time more
than 1,000 years to the
Anglo-Saxon period as
part of Heritage Open
Weekend in Saffron
Walden.

Shield walls, a slave
market and spear dances
will be some of the
activities to bring Saxon
times to life in the
grounds of Saffron
Walden Museum.

The town centre
museum will welcome
Anglo-Saxon living
history group Ealdfaeder
on Saturday, September
8, and Sunday,
September 9, as part of
the national event.

Ealdfaeder, which
stands for ‘ancestor’ in
Saxon, will begin with a
taste of Anglo-Saxon
justice and punishment
in a Moot Court at 11am,
on the Saturday, and
there will be activities,
artefacts and crafts
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s
throughout Saturday
until 4pm, and on Sun-
day afternoon from 2pm
to 4pm.

Young visitors can find
out how the Saxons
fought by joining in the
shield wall at 3.30pm on
both days.

Visitors will also have
the chance to see and
handle real Saxon
artefacts from
Ealdfaeder’s collection
on Saturday at noon, and
view local Saxon finds in
the museum’s displays,
including an important
new find of an Anglo-
Saxon ring.

Carolyn Wingfield,
curator, said: “We’re
looking forward to being
invaded by Anglo-Saxons
and there will be plenty
of fun and interesting
facts to discover. The
Anglo-Saxon period
lasted for over 600 years,
from the 5th to 11th
century, so it’s great to
have Ealdfaeder bringing
this really important
period of our history to
life.”

Throughout Heritage
Open Weekend, admis-
sion to the museum will
be free.

Teenagers gang together for citizenship service task
A SHELTERED housing scheme has been
given a spruce up by a group of hard-
working youngsters.

The 16 and 17-year-olds from Uttlesford
chose to lend a hand clearing up Newcroft,
in Saffron Walden, as part of their National
Citizenship Service programme.

Two residents Ganesh Thapa and Ann
Guillenet helped the group get stuck in to

the task as they cleared, cleaned and
spruced up the gardens and grounds.

Vicky Wrenne, youth worker for the
group, said: “They were all lovely to work
with and were all delighted to see the
difference that their project had made. We
were all very happy to make such a
difference to all the residents.”

Councillor Julie Redfern, portfolio holder

for housing, added: “This is a wonderful
scheme because not only the young people
benefit from it but our residents do, too.
The garden is always a lovely place to
spend time and relax. These young
people’s hard work will improve this even
further and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them all.”

The National Citizen Service brings

people together from different
backgrounds to tackle an outdoor
challenge and then develop their own
community project.

The free programme runs full time for
for three weeks, after which participants
work with their team for 30 hours in their
spare time to leave their mark on the
community.

Copter hunt for
missing man
A POLICE helicopter
and dozens of officers
carried out a search
operation for a sus-
pected missing 35-year-
old vulnerable man on
Tuesday.

A police spokesman
said officers carried out
a search around Elsen-
ham and found the
man’s van. The man,
from Warwickshire, was
later found safe and well
by police in Stansted
Mountfitchet.

OObbjjeeccttiioonnss oovveerr ttrraavveelllleerrss’’
ssiittee ffaaiillss ttoo sswwaayy ppllaannnneerrss
A PROPOSED travellers’
site has been given the
green light by a council’s
planning committee.

Even though more than 80
objection letters and 73 people
signed a petition against the
development in Uttlesford,
councillors at the district
council yesterday approved
plans.

There will be eight caravans
housed on the site, which is
currently used as a paddock off
The Street, in Takeley, and it
will be occupied by the gypsy
families of Mr Jones, the
applicant, who lives next door
to the site.

Nigel Brown, planning
officer for the council, told the
meeting the proposals address
the “clear shortfall” of traveller
accommodation in the district.

However, the site has only been
given approval on a temporary
basis for four years, raising
concerns from some.

Cllr Janice Loughlin said:
“What concerns me is that in
four years’ time, any families
and especially children that
would be living there, would
then be wrenched up away
from schools and other things.

“If they then refuse to go in
four years’ time, we may have a
mini Dale Farm on our hands.”

Takeley Parish Council
raised its worries about the site
being in the Countryside
Protection Zone, as well as the
possible loss of local amenities
and problems with noise
disturbance.

The application was
approved conditionally, with
10 councillors voting for, two
against and one abstaining.

Youngsters’ handiwork
spells out help value

Sign up: Young
people at One Minet
Skatepark, Saffron
Walden, decporated
a giant letter as part
of a county-wide
project.

DOZENS of young people have had
a hand in creating a unique work of
art to raise awareness about
voluntary work in Saffron Walden.

A giant letter S was delivered to
the One Minet skatepark, off
Thaxted Road, Saffron Walden, to
be decorated by young people as
part of a campaign about
community work.

The black and red design was
dreamed up by the skaters, led by
Grace Mooney aged 19 who
decided to come up with a design
that everyone could get involved in.

It meant dozens of children and

teenagers visiting the skatepark
throughout the day last week could
leave their handprint and name on
the S – and a passing dog called
Pip even popped his pawprint on it.

The MDF letter was one of 12
given to each district and borough
council in Essex by the county
council, which together spell out
Good for Essex – the name of a
new website promoting
volunteering and community-based
opportunities in Essex. Go to
www.goodforessex.org to find out
more and get involved in
volunteering in Saffron Walden.


