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PRESS RELEASE FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 

SUBJECT: LIB DEMS EXPOSE BLOCK ON MEETINGS ABOUT HOUSING SITES AND 

DISPROVE DENIALS BY COUNCIL  

Uttlesford District Council has been accused of uneven-handedness over where future housing 
should be built. Liberal Democrat councillors Alan Dean and David Morson have investigated 
one proposal for a housing development at Great Chesterford. They have found out that 
discussions about the scheme were blocked by the council. They have accused the council of 
incorrectly denying that a planning agency sought to hold meetings with planning officers. At 
tonight’s (May 13

th
) council meeting there will be a call for an independent investigation into how 

the council has been selecting housing sites. 

Cllr Alan Dean said: “We started last December to investigate what housing schemes were being 
proposed for Great Chesterford. We did this in the light of public discontent that the council 
seemed to be wedded to a major 2,100 development at Elsenham, but had been accused of 
ignoring alternatives at Great Chesterford and at places along the A120 corridor. 

“We were told at a meeting in December with a planning officer that there had been no proposals 
for several years from Great Chesterford. Since then we have discovered that planning agent 
Bidwells asked in the previous month of November for a meeting to talk about a site which it is 
said could accommodate between 200 and 600 homes.  

“We again met two officers in April to ask about Bidwells’ request to discuss their proposal. We 
asked three times and were told three times that there had been no request for a meeting. We 
now know that denial was untrue. We have received email correspondence (*) which shows that 
a meeting was requested by Bidwells on November 21

st
 but was refused by Uttlesford the next 

day.  

“I am left unable to trust what I am being told about planning at Uttlesford. As councillors we need 
to be confident that what we are told is correct.” 

Cllr David Morson added: “Fairfield’s scheme at north-east Elsenham was resurrected by the 
council in November 2013 at a time when agents and landowners at alternative locations were 
being ignored and barred from having open dialogue. This is a clear indication that the current 
Local Plan is unsound. A council which ignores alternative sites, which refuses to discuss them 
and then claims planning agents didn’t even ask for meetings, is asking to have its Local Plan 
dismissed as unsound by the government’s planning inspector.  

“Last December the Liberal Democrats called for an investigation into the way this Local Plan 
has been put together. This was rejected by the Tories at the time. A thorough, independent 
investigation is now unavoidable.”        

 (*) A redacted copy of the emails is appended. The names of the individual people mentioned in 
the email have been blanked out to protect the individuals whilst these events are investigated by 
the council. Councillors Dean and Morson lodged a formal complaint at a meeting with Chief 
Executive John Mitchell at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 13

th
.     

Embargo: noon on May 13
th

 2014.  

Contacts:  Cllr Alan Dean   tel: 01279 813 579 or 07710 105 824 
  Cllr David Morson tel: 01279 850209 or  07770 376 381 
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ADDENDUM: EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN BIDWELLS AND UTTLESFORD DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 

Adam Halford 
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From: Sarah Nicholas <snicholas@uttlesford.gov.uk> 
 

Sent: 22 November 2013 17:00 

To: Adam.Halford@bidwells.co.uk 

Subject: RE: Great Chesterford 

 

 

Dear XXXX 
Thank you for your email which I have discussed with both Xxxxx Xxxxxxxxxx (Xxxxxxxxx) and 

Xxxxxx Xxxxxx (Xxxxxxxxx Xxxxxxxx). As we are currently in a formal period of consultation we 

do not consider it appropriate at this time to discuss the details of the site. I suggest you 

proceed with submitting a representation on the consultation document.  When 

representations are reported, if members wish to consider the site, that would be the more 

appropriate time to meet. 

Thank you for your enquiry. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXX Planning Officer Uttlesford District Council 01799 510XXX 

www.uttlesford.gov.uk 

 

 

From: Adam Halford [mailto:Adam.Halford@bidwells.co.uk] 
 

Sent: 21 November 2013 18:13 

To: Sarah Nicholas  

Subject: Great Chesterford  

Importance: High 

Dear Sarah, 
 

Further to our recent telephone discussion and the commencement of the current Uttlesford 
District Council Local Plan consultation, I would like to discuss further the potential for some of 
the District's required additional development to be met through land at the sustainable key 
service village of Great Chesterford. 

mailto:snicholas@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:Adam.Halford@bidwells.co.uk
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/
mailto:Adam.Halford@bidwells.co.uk
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At present Great Chesterford is proposed to receive very little of the District's housing need, 
despite benefiting from a number of key local services, having extremely good access to a range 
of employment centres and having access to both a railway station and to the A11, M11, B184 to 
Saffron Walden and A1301 to Cambridge. 
 
The present limited allocation sites in the village are likely to be built out within the next 5 years, 
both sites having been consented recently to meet the present five year land supply shortage. 
As such there is no growth plan for the village for the recently extended plan period. The limited 
scale of these sites are also not sufficient to deliver any community benefits for the village. One 
of the recent consents has included provision of land to the Parish Council for a new Pre-School 
and Primary School, however, the scale of development has not provided the necessary funding 
contributions to allow this community benefit to actually be delivered. Neither of the recent 
applications are therefore considered to have, or be able to, provide any tangible community 
benefits. 
 
I am instructed by a local landowner to promote additional land in the village for sustainable 
further growth over the Plan period and as such we have commenced detailed technical studies 
to support this. It is our belief that the village provides an opportunity to take a larger, fairer, 
share of the District's housing need, which in return will enable a wide range of new community 
benefits to be delivered. We have been approached by a number of representative groups in the 
District who similarly recognise the eminent sustainability of housing in this part of the District 
and we are   therefore being actively encouraged in our promotion. 
 
As the Council have recently announced the fundamental changes to their Local Plan of 
substantial increases to Housing Need and have therefore sought additional allocations, we 
believe that it is essential for reasons of soundness that land at Great Chesterford be duly 
considered by officers so that the best decisions for the future of the District are able to be 
taken by Councillors. 
 

I would therefore be grateful if we could arrange to meet soon so that I can present to you these 
important opportunities, which I do not believe have previously been suitably explored by either 
promoters or the Council. 

I look forward to hearing from you shortly.  

Kindest regards, 
Adam 

Adam Halford Principal 

Planner 
Planning Division 

Bidwell House, Trumpington Road, 

Cambridge, CB2 9LD t: 01223 841841 
dd: 01223 559563 
m: 07833 092791 

 

 


